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A LOOK ROUND 


TuE article upon the “Futility of Reform,” 
which occupied the leader columns of our last 
" igsue, has not met with the complete approval 
of all our readers, and several have expressed 
their disagreement with our contention that the 
capitalist class will introduce reforms when the 
exigencies of commercialism demand them. But 


we would recommend -our critics to read the » 


correspondence which has passed between 
Kenric B. Murray, writing on behalf of the 
manufacturers’ section of the London Chamber 
of Commerce and the Board of Education. Ifa 


‘word to the wise is sufficient, then those who — 


possees the necessary wisdom will appreciate 
_ the position of The Socialist Party of Great 


Britain. 
# 
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In his letter’ Mr. Murray states that the 
‘ manufacturers have passed the following 
resolution : —_ 
“That, in order to retain our industrial 
positiqn and to introduce into this country 
such further industries as may be profitably 
developed, this section is of opinion that 
it is abeolutely necessary to raise the 
standard, and, if possible, cheapen the 
cost of technical and higher technical 
education, and that representations be 
made to the Board of Education in this 
sense.” 
Note, that the object in view is the 
profitable ” development of industries, not 
the education of workers for education's sake. 


The letter further illustrates two points—the 
readiness when “ profitable” to the capitalist 
class to invoke the aid of the State in industrial 
matters aud the admission that British manu- 
facturers have lost ground in the struggle for 
the World’s Market. not simply because of 
fa conditions but beeause 

“up to the present time manufacturers in 
this coyintry have not in many cases: euf- 
ficiently realised that there is a scientific 


aspect to every branch of manufacture ; 


requiring study and attention in order to 
attain the highest results.” 


If for “highest results" is substituted 
“ greatest profits,” one can easily understand 
why 


“manufacturers, therefore, would welcome 
the support of the Board of Education and 
of the existing institutions engaged in 
teaching work in developing this valuable 
branch of education on lines which will 
place British manufacturers and their 
employees on an equality with their 
foreign competitors.” 

* ? * 

In the reply of the Board of Education pre- 

sent day capitalist methods are condemned : -— 

‘The Board recognise the great advantage 
accruing from the concentration of interest, 


which is possible only when the student is | 


in a position to make study his single. aim 
—to devote his whole time to education.” 


LONDON, NOVENBER, 1904. 


It is of course iossible that the aaacut could 
do this under capitalism, but very improbable, 
excqpt for the privileged few. Under Socialism 
it will be the rule. 


* 
* * 
Conferences may come and conferences may 
go, but the unemployed stay on for ever—as 
long as competition prevails. It was not to be 


expected that Mr. Walter Long, who draws £40 | 
a week as salary for the services he is supposed . 
ple. with the right to claim a | 


to render the 
pension when D bees his job, would consider 
that things were c anficiently serious to demand 
serious measures. ‘The hardy annuals of relief 
works, afforestation, satan labour bureaux, 

back to the land” ria small holdings, and the 


‘like are being discussed. One of our corre- 


spondents somewhat sarcastically writes :-- 

~ “TF the unemployed want to get ‘back to 
the land’ here are acres and acres out of 
cultivation needing their labour-—-only the 


bject. From where 1 ait I look | 
lee Mca ha) ams anion eles hha aoe or ag less need to celebrate our “‘ 


over a large farm and see nothing but 
grass fields, and pgor ones at that. In the 
foreground is a cottage where, if the in- 
habitants wish to descend to the kitchen, 
they can drop through the holes in tlie 


ceiling, and so save the wear and tear of | 


a staircase ! 
contented. 

times get l7s.! Certainly often in winter 
he gets nothing, but he can save during 
the, prosperity of summer! 
has only seven children, and two of these 
(bovs of 14 and 16) leave home at 5 a.m. 
and return at about 8 p.m., and get 4s. 
and 6s. a week. He ought to. be a 


Yet the man ought to be: 
In a very good week he some- | 


Besides, he : 


drunkard, but instead of that he is a tee- | 


totaller and very industrious, 


He's guing to Le kicked out soon, and 


working |, 


hard all day, and at night returning to | 
slave in his Intof gardep’which supports | 
them occasionally in ing-a-week times. 


there’s no house for him to go to, save a | 
model dwelling at 6s. a week, his average ; 


wage being 12s. And then he'll louse his 
garden, too, but no compensation for him. 
Ob! the joys of a country life! 
back, my friends, to the land!” 


* 
od * 


When we go back it must be upon a basis 


Come * 


not yet thought of by those who pose as : 


“Social Reformers.” Not to “labour at a loss 
for the profit of a boss” but to produce for 
ourselves the things which we need. ‘ Ad- 
vanced "’ politicians like Mr. George Lansbury 
(who left the Radicals to join the Social 
Democratic Federation), W. Crooks, and otbers 
have sent to the Press a “ Note of Warning,” 


in which they urge that whatever work is pro- — 


vided by municipalities for the unemployed it 
should not 

“release workers 

having to satisfy an employer.” 


from the stunulus of 


Send your victims to labour colonies. place over | 


them some well-hardened taskmasters, credit : 


them with 6d. per day, give them plenty of 
sermons and prayers, and all will be well. 


* 
* * 
The editor of Reynolds's Newspaper, who has 
for some months paysed the S.D. 
because it has suited his purposes to do so, 


[Monran LY, y, ONE Penny 


writes the followiig respecting that body's 
“demand ” for an autumn session : 

“Tt is eyually comical to hear suggestions 
about an autumn session of Parliament to 
consider the question of tke unemployed, 
coming, too, from Socialist organisations, 
who are always saying that Parliament is 

‘no good.” Such amateurish fooling makes 


one despair.” 


* sa 


The annual report of the Asylams’ Committee 
of the London County Council for the year 
ending 31st March last has just been issued and 
shews that there are 23,948 certified lunatics in 
London alone, an increase of 996 over last year. 
This is the largest annual increase ever recorded 
and, according to the report, the prospect of any 
diminution in the increase appears to be most 
problematical. The average weekly cost of each 

atient in London County Asylums is 11s. 4}d. 
f as much as that were spent each week in 
maintaining those out of asylums there: would . 
progress" peri- 
odically hy providing further accommodation 


for our lunatics. 


* 


* * 


There exists in Holland a Union of Socialist 
Teachers, founded ten years ago. Its program 
states :— 

“That the popular school, called into exist- 
ence by the possessing class under the cry 
‘cultivation of the people by teaching the 
people,’ has proved to be in their hands 
only the means of doling out to the children 
of the people that minimum of knowledge 
which has become necessary to supply the 
capitalist want of more or less educated 
labourers, besides being the means of im- 
pressing upon them so-called Christian and 
social virtues, which, in reality, are nothing 
but notions conducive to the maintenance 
of capitalism; that the non-possessing 
class, too, being insufficiently taught 
themselves, deprived of all influence on 
school education and therefore not  in- 
spired with genuine interest in it, see in 
the popular school only the way that en- 
ables their children to earn their bread 
afterwards; that, moreover--partly in con- 
sequence of the causes given above: all 
education which rises above the level of 
what capitalism demands, is doomed tu 
sterility for the voung proletarian because 
of the bad conditions.” 


Ms 
gs 


Cs 


That this is just as true of Britain as of Hol- 
land, or, for that matter. of every other country, 
is only another proof of the international char- 
acter of the social problem. As the principles 
of the Union declare : 

“The social vocation of the popular school 
is to educate the growing generation in 
such a way as to develope body and mind 
harmoniously,” but ° only the politigal and 
economic emancipation ef the people will 
fully secure the emancipation of the mind.” 


Those who really desire that econonric emanci- 


' pation must enrol in the Army of International 


*. on the back, | 
. slavery. 


Socialism, the British Section of which is The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain. J. Kat. 

AND we too ve peace, but not ihe peace of 
-Marar. 


es 


prevent us from statinig objectively im the case 


the Japanese working woman. 
The ment of the great industries has 
bd e e : ti th no- 


put to work at the roughest em ts. To- 
dav under the capi regime they are em- 
plo ed in the most trying ind ; 

in the linen spinning mills of Hokkaido they 


or dragging coal, but even in the v 
mothers often descending into the pits with 
children on their backs 


women employed in the grea : 
ing to the statements of Wenlersse, continues on 
the increase, and we find it stated in the official 
report presented at the Chicago Exhibition that 
in the little town of Souva there are more than 
40 silk ma ies employing hundreds of 
women omen earn more working in this 
manner t they were employed as domestic 
servants. It is, moreover, very difficult to ob- 
tain them for domestic purposes anywhere in 
the neighbourhood of a factory 

In the cotton spinning mills 
portion of women to men was in 1886 only two 
to one ; in 1897 it had increased to more than 
three while to-day it has attained a figure of 
five, six, and even more. : 

The Japanese woman is considered much 
more able at certain work than the man. Wen- 
lersse says that in the Imperial Printing Works 
women are employed in counting bank notes, 
in atippling sheets of stamps, and gumming the 
backs; and with what rapidity do they not 
make their fingers travel; bow they run from 
one machine to another, making their wooden 
sandals clatter on the stone flags-—quite little 

ple, like white mice, in their great large 
inen robes ! ; 

The nimbleness of the tobacco factory girls 
is surprising. ‘They wrap up a8 many as 100 
packets of cigarettes in tin paper per hour— 
1,000 ina day. Those who fold up the large 
boxes are still more dexterous; the girls em- 
ployed in the match factories paste 60 labels 
per minute on the littlé boxes, and continue 
thus for nine consecutive hours; while, in the 


the average pro- 
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cases, while 


rule. 
Women es to be os 
exploited by the employers ; they are the com- 


lete dupes and victims of the capitalist s 
Their most elementary interests deems Gok 
they should wake up to this fact and organise— 
in Japan as well as in Europe. 

. Moreover, female labour is preferred above 
all, for the reason that it is more profitable. 
Eleven hours of solid work per day is exacted 
and obtained from the Japanese workwomen— 
sometimes even eleven and a half. If an hour is 
granted to them during the day for eating, it is 
on condition that the machines are kept going ; 
they must make an arrangement amon 
selves whereby they go to meals in such order 
that the factory always has its complement of 
workers. Sunday is of; two days’ 
rest only are allowed each month, and even such 
“days” consist of but a few hours. During 
the entire year they have scarcely five holidays, 
and those for the purpose of repairing—the 
machines, more precious to the capitalist than 
that other human machine which can always be 
readily replaced in the event of a breakdown ! 

No law has so far been passed on the limita- 
tion of the women’s working hours; just as the 
men, they work night and day indifferently. 
Their wage is beneath contempt. In Japan we 
are still in stages of “ primitive accumula- 
tion” thas styled by Karl Marx, the Dante of 
the regime under which wf live. 


| The more dexterous weavers of Osaka earn 


only about 10d. daily, which is the maximum, 


ithe minimum amounting to but 43d. The 


| women who gum the labels on matchboxes 
i receive 34d. in a working day. In the cotton 
‘ spinning mille the adult women get from 63d. 
to ls., while where men and women are em- 
ployed at the same work, the latter are paid 
from a third to a half less than the men. 

How do those “ galley slaves” of the Japa- 
nese factory bear such conditions of labour? It 
opens sometimes with an idyll such as would 


“mis 


make the wsthetic- Pierre Loti (author of . 
' “Madame Chrysanthemum”) and his fair 


nich ehe as her “errmg &t 
- Teast intelligent nor the most to 


ef 
ww eel ike 


| 
| 


trembling from the quay to the ship, a 
little fright and “wauch fatigue close 
those lipe in pain, which, but s short time 
“since, expanded in s Ge 
And all this for a few pence a day ! 
Among every eight Ja: workwomen we 
find one prostitute. Under, ition 


By an’ ; 
ee oe She 
is but a rebel anyhow, an eacaped slave of the 


es open. ; 
In West Ham friends and enemies alike 
recognise that the formation of the “labour 
” was a great mistake. We Socialists 
often say that the working man will exhaust the | 
possibilities of error before he tries the Socialist 
road; but what can be said of men calling 
themselves Socialists who deliberately make the 
same error twice over? Either they are know- 
ingly and of set purpose trying to give Socialism 
a set back in favour of “labourism,” or they 
are a set of utter incompetents. The Clarion 
may have beet right some years ago when they 
urged West Ham to “Fire out the fools” but 
in-our opinion it would almost seem to be.a 
case of “more knave than fool.” 


eee = ee = ee 


WAS THIS PROPHETIC. 

Quoth he, “I am resolved to be 

Thy scholar in this mystery ; 

And therefore first desire to know 

Some principles on which you go— 

What makes a knave a child of God 

And one of us ?—“ A livelihood.” 

‘What renders beating out of brains, 

And murder, godliness ?”—‘‘ Great gains.” 
“What makes you encroaeh upon our trade 
And damn gll others’ "?.“To be paid.” 
“What makes all doctrines plainand clear ?”.— 
“About two hundred pounds a year.” - - 
“And that which was proved true before, 
Prove false again ?”’—‘‘‘I'wo hundred more.” 
“And what makes breaking of all oaths . 
A holy duty ?”—* Food and clothes.” 

‘ What’s orthodox and true believing 
Against a conscience ?”—“‘A good living.” 
From Hudibras by Sawvet Butter, 1612-1680- 


They shall build houses and inhabit them ; and they 
shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them. They 
shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant, and another eat.—ISAIAH, LXV. 21, 22. 


Sent Bagts aia eRe Gen Ds, 1 ca ant eal ait 


"vember bth, 1904. 
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REVOLUTION. 


INTERVIEW WITH PAUL LAFARGUE. 
‘Awouast the best known leaders of Socialist 
thought is our comrade Paul Lafargue, author 
of “The Evolution of Property,” ‘Socialism 
aad the Intellectuals,” and many other volumes 
nd of great value to International 
“Socialiem: A visit to Paris brought us in touch 
with a Freoch comrade, through whose kindly 
offices we received an invitation to visit the 
veteran Socialist author, agitator and parlia- 
mentary debater, at his p t retreat in a 
litgle village sume dozen miles from the French 
<apital. lafargue and his wife (once known 
personally to English Socialists as Laura Marx) 
received us with the true comradeship, which 
in palpable form made it plain that “ Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternity,” is no empty phrase 


Mindful of the interests of the Party, we 
a@eoured from our comrade the following inte- 
resting ry span of his views upon Some vital 
topics of the moment : ; 

_ “The twocountries which will benefit chiefly 


o- and a li iti 9 : 
a and and America--principally the 
former—will draw from Japan a great deal 


_ .@ven of such profit as may accrue to her in 


‘peturn for their present assistance. Japan has 
for years ben developing extraordiparily, but 
‘tthe War hinders this. The resources she is 
squandering on war are lost to industry.” 

“ And the results of all this upon our policy 


'*. gn the Far East, comrade!" 


t 


a 


“ The most important thing is the appearance 
ef Japan upon thescene as the strong power 
of the East, strong that no European country 
«an compet with it. The rise of Japan marks 
the usin of European piracy in the Far 
East. Nobody expected such an extraordinary 
power. Further, Japan will organise China, 
industrially and politically.” 

. “ What is your view, comrade, of 
trial position in Japan?” ; 

‘The riseof Japan industrially has been so 
rapid that the horrors of child and female 
labour in the England of the early nineteenth 
century have been reproduced—with the great 
difference thst the intermediate stages from the 
England of the fifteenth century were totally 
absent in Japan. The psychological difference 
is enormous,and must produce a revolt, ger 
form we cannot forecast. In England and 
France the revolt was against the machine, and 
whilst this may not prove so in Japan, this we 
know—the Japs start with a Socialist move- 
Teekand « ? aa not, one ~ not be, in 

and France in the initial stages o 
Capitalism. Just as the Japs adopt and adapt 
the ready-made science of Europe, so the Social 
science of the New Age finds there a ready soil. 
We mnay expect the Japanese people, who have 
shown such ertraordinary courage on the battle- 
field, to showin the Social struggle the same 
indomitable energy and enterprise.” 

“‘ Now, asto the War again, comrade. What 
of its results upon Europe? ” 

“This war has shown that Russia has made 
a fool of Europe with a show of power. Par- 
ticularly has Czarism befooled France. That 
show has enbled her to draw from France 
about eleven milliards of francs (some 
£400,000,000) by State loans and financial 
companies for the industrial exploitation of 
Russia. The latter investments have been 
chiefly for coal-mining and metal works. These 
found prosperity as long as the Russian State 
was a huge customer for railway construction, 
&c., but even before the War thie fell off; and 
now, in so faras they have a revival, it is only 
the artificial stimulus of war time, which will 
have its due reaction. Even. now the lack of 
money is strangling this revival. Either victory 
or defeat for Russia now meang_revolution--a 
bourgeois or constitutional revolution. The 
fret thing that the new power willhave to do 
will be to proclaim the bankruptcy of Russia —- 
as the best means to again obtain credit. You 


the indus- 


FON. SR hs? 


ee ee ere rere, 
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will recollect a similar process in the French 


Revolution. The new rulers of Russia will be 
the more ready to declare this bankruptcy, in 
that the losers will be, not the Russians but the 
French. The international effects will be felt 
primarily: in France, where the chief debt of 
Russia is held. The fall of the present Russian 
political system will shake the whole fabric of 
European society.” 

** What is the likely effect upon Socialism in 
France of the loss of all this capital through the 
fraud and folly of the bourgeois politicians and 
the financial magnate who dominate them ?”’ 

“ Ah, that is a question. ltemember the fuss 
about Panama involving only 1} milliards of 
franca. You will see why I anticipate great 
results from the loss of some eight times a, 
much. Only the Socialist Party of France has 
opposed iteelf to the Franco-Russian Alliances 
and denounced it as a fraud upon the French 
people. The discrediting of all the bourgevis 
parties must mean the immense growth of the 

y of the Proletariat. Only the Socialist 

arty of France, the Revolutionists of France, 

had the courage and insight to oppose the 
alliance with despotism.” 

“Very good, comrade; so much for the 
economic factors. What'of other forces?” 

“ Russia is a compound of different nation- 
alities. In the centre the Slavs, surrounded by 
Poles, Finns, Caucasians, Armenians, &c., held 
down by main force. These will spring into 
position again on the occasion of the Revolution, 


-and Poland principally (the Ireland of Russia), 


which has never lost the sense of nationality, 
despite the tyranny of centuries, will make her 
influence felt. She will want to reconstitute 
her nationality with the Austrian and the German 
Poles. Thus I believe that the next few years 
will bring us the European revolution, which, 
if Socialists are sufficiently bold and well organ- 
ised, will mean also the Social revolution.” 

This concluded, as far as the War is con- 
cerned, one of the most instructive conversa- 
tions in which I ever had the p 


pesssare of partici- 
pating. In a future iasue I hope to reproduce 


“some expressions of our comrade upon trade 


unionism, but with which it would be a pity to 
rt aa this article. The difference between 
the 


ness and grip of the situation disclosed by our 
comrade, with the puny reflection of Capitalist 
sentimentality exhibited by Jaures in dealing 
with this same position. The attitude of the 

Reformists in France sufficiently indicates the 
absurdity of the claim of such superficial poli- 
ticians to in any sense represent jalism 
either in France or elsewhere. Jaures and his 
school are straining every nerve in a “Stop the 
War ” agitation, on the 8 in the interests 
oftpeade. but in reality designed to, if possible, 
stave off the evil day of capitalist collapse. It 
was not for nothing that our comrades of the 
Socialist Party of France moved the resolution 
at the recent International Congress, which 
declared against compromise and intrigue with 
capitalist parties. The Socialists of France have 
fought and are fighting the same battle against 
treachery and folly of opportunism, which we of 
The Socialist Party of Great Britain are waging 
in this country. 

_ Iam sure every Socialist in England joins 
with us in reciprocating the fraternal gMetings 
extended by Paul an:’ Laura Lafargue to the 
unofficial representatives of British Socialism 
to whom this interview was accorded. 

H. J. Hawkxrss. 


ae i a 
PARTY NOTES. 


A MEMBER whose first name is Sydney, now rus- 
ticating in Hellingly, has been good enough to 


‘draw my attention to the discrepancy between 


the announcement, contained in the repurt of 
the Executivé Committee published in the Octo- 
ber issue, relating to the number of the Party 
speakers and tlre number actually contained in 
the Lecture List. 


. * 
% * 


The report stated “The Party has at its dis- 


posal over 15 speakers,”” whereas my informant 


states he has counted the names appearing in 
Lecture List for October, and finds we have 
twenty-two “special speakers.” Our comrade is 
nearly right. J have looked through the hst in 
question, but can only discover 2U speakers. 


ialists and pseudo-Socialigts can easily | 
be seen by a comparison of the large-minded- 


) 3 


In any case the number is * over 15,” and the 
statement contained in the F.C. report absolutely 
‘correct. Were we to place on the list every 
| member capable of holding forth from the plat- 
| form we might perhaps muster 3U or 40 speakers, 
but it is better to under-estimate than to over 
state our strength. We have no desire to * bluff” 
anybody by presenting a magnified view of 
our forces. The Social Revolution cannot he 
accomplished ina day, and neither can the in- 
strument of that revolution, The Socialist Party, 
' be built up in a few months. Our speakers to- 
, day arg counted by tens and our supporters by 
' hun 8, but t+morrow these numbers will be 
increased ten and a thousand fold. 


= 
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The same correspondent makes a suggestion 
| which may be found useful. This idea is that 
| a good deal of expense would be saved if branch 
: business meetings were, where possible, held in 
members’ houses. Socialists at any time are not 
; Very great believers in rent, and, with the ap- 
; proach of winter, branches having only a small 
| membership could, with advantage, meet in a 
| comrade’s house. ‘ 


* Eo 


The outdoor propaganda season is now over, 

. but at the Party speaking stations operations will 
be continued as usual, as far as the weather will 

| permit. During the winter of course many sources 

| of income will be closed to the Branches, and 

| consequently some of our comrades, particularly 
in the poorer districts of London, may experience 

‘some difficulty in maintaining their Branches in 
a sound condition, financially and otherwise. 


* 
* 2 : 


These dangers will be minimised if our com- 
rades everywhere make special efforts to push 
the Party literature. Asa clean and clear ex- 
ponent of Socialist Science, Tne Soctatist Stanp- 
arp has no equal in Great Britain. The sale of 
our Organ during the winter months will keep 
alive the local interest, be a means of holding 
together and securing new members, a source 
of revenue to the Branches, and finally will pre- 
: pare the ground for the opening of the spring 
| campaign with renewed vigour. 
* * 

Things are commencing to move down in 
Battersea, where our comrades have organised 
the sale of Tae Soctarist Staxparp in a really 
|! creditable manner. The results achieved are 
' of such an encouraging character that Peckham 
| will soon have to look to its laurels. Hitherto, 
: Peckham has been to the forefront as regards 
| their supply of the Party Organ, but a stride 


‘ or two mbre will give Battersea the lead. 


* 
* * 


In other directions, too, our Battersea com- 
| rades are giving evidence of their earnestness in 
t the Cause, indicated in the announcement con- 
‘ tained elsewhere in this issue. They have or- 
| ganised a series of indoor lectures, to be deli- 

vered in Sidney Hall at 7.30 p.m. every Sunday 

in November, when various aspects of the Move- 
1 ment will be treated by comrades Elrick, Kent, 
j Watts, and Anderson. Comrades not on duty 
| elsewhere will do well to attend these lectures. 
i ee ‘ 

Although our Paddington comrades appear to 
i be quiescent, it would be a great mistake to 
| suppose they are inactive. Since the General 
: Meeting the Paddington Branch has enrolled 
| more new members than any other Branch of 
; the Party. What on earth is Ishngton doing? 
| Day after day I am seized with great fear and 
' trembling as I open despatches from the “ Vale” 
containing the signed Declarations of new mem- 
bers. I fear and I tremble because with each - 
upward motion of the Paddington membership 
barometer recedes the Islington promise to be 
the best Branch. If our northern comrades do 
not bestir themselves their Branch will indeed 
: be the “ greatest thing on earth ”-—-except Pad- 
| dington. 


| 
| 


* 
Comrades, everywhere, let us be up and do- 
Let us pull steadily together. Let there 


* 


: Ing. 
be no resting on oars UH, having conquered 
the adverse winds and the deceptive currents of 


Capitalige our craft is safely anchored in the 
haven JP Socialist’ Republic, Conirades. 
— everyones pass the word along | Onward! 

C. Lenant.. 
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To facilitate the ee rd by 
‘Bditorial and Management Commitee, in 
the Executive Committee of The Soctaltet Party of 
Grest Britain to conduct its offcia) Organ, members of 
the Party and other readers are particularly pbs pater 
to address all literary comanunications to the f 
Committee, 5, Arven Road, Highbury, N., and all 
business correspondence to A. Anderson, 24, Belmont 
Avenue, Edmonton, N. 
(Signed) C. Lanans. Secretary, 
Editorial and Management Committee. 
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THE UNEMPLOYED. 


Forrenetiz has said that mankind must ex- 
hsust the possibilities of error before he can 


reach the¢rue path. This maxim seems to be 


fally borne out by the events which have tran- 
spired in the political world during the past 
month. It is true that the capitalist machine at 
Westminster has for the present completed its 
“ deliberations.” The talking shop with its 
mockery of democratic legislation hiding the 
rale-of the non-producer has closed. But the 
great organised hypocrisy of which Parliament 
and Parliamentary government is the chief poli- 
tical symbol is ever with us. Outside Parlia- 
ment the agents of the great capitalist class are 
ever at work and of these agents the most power- 
ful workers in the capitalist interest are those 
who, consciously or unconsciously, seek to lead 
the workers along non-Socialist lines.  Socia- 
liam, which is the organisation of the industry 
of the country on a basis of common ownership 
and equitable distribution of industrial pro- 
ducts, is the only remedy for the evils of preeent- 
day Society and therefore any man or section of 
men who pretend to show that something short 
of Socialism would prove a remedy thereby 
constitates himself, consciously or unconsciously, 
an enemy of the working class. 

The main question which has come promi- 
nently before the public during the past month 
has been the question of the unemployed. Now 
anyone who was unaccustomed to the practical 
politician and his powers of exhausting the pos- 
sibilities of error would imagine that as a 
neceasary_ preliminary to solving the problem of 
the unemployed must come an enquiry into the 
causes Of unemployment. But not so the prac- 
tical politician. He does not like exhaustive 
enquiries into causes. He likes to be practical, 
and being practical cannot search below the 
surface of the social phenomena immediately 
before his eyes. For him those causes which 
are obvious and on the surface are given 
forth as the real causes of unemployment. Our 
practical mah knows someone who was dis- 


charged for his drinking habits, hence drunk- | 


enness must be the cause of unemployment. 
Another politician of the practical school sees 


_cases of thriftlessness, of laziness among the 


working-class and knowing that the rich are 
never extravagant and never idle, predicates 
these characteristics also as causes of unemploy- 
ment. ; 
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. The political economist, the apologetic theo- 
rician-ef the capitalist. regime rejecting those as 
true causes of unemployment, seeks them in the 
fact' that we possess s gold standard of circule- 


tion, or that we have a system of free imports. 


undér which we pay 15s. per head of the popu- 
istion in import duties as opposed to an average 
of 86. per head in countries with protective 
tariff, or, like Mr. William Stanley Jevons, he 
sees in the periodicity of sunspots a relation to 
the. periodicity of magnetic storms in the earth 
and through this to the periodicity of bad har- 
vests and trade depressions. We have a maxi- 


mum of sunspots every eleven years, a recur-. 


rence of magnetic storms about every eleven 
years, ang trade depressions every. decade. 
Hence sunspots are the cause of unemployment! 

The Socialist opposes both the practical poli- 
tician and the orthodox political economist and 
seeks for the causes of unemployment, not among 
the moral characteristics of man nor among the 
physical configurations of the Solar System, but 
among.the economic conditions of production 
‘and distribution. The Socialist first looks 
to the earth as the primal repositury of all po- 
tential wealth and asks if the earth can furnish 
sufficient raw material to satisfy all the material 
needs of man. The answer of the Socialist may 
be given in the words of Kropotkin in the July 
“Nineteenth Century and After” : 

“ Mankind has reached a point where the 
means of satisfying ite needs are in excess 
of the needs themselves. To impose, there- 
fore, as has hitherto been done, the curse 
of misery and degradation upon vast divi- 

’ gions of mankind, in order to secure well- 
being for the few, is needed no more; well- 

. being can be secured for all, without over- 
work for any.” 

Nature with the aid of man’s labour is prolific 
in the supply of raw material which can be 
wrought into the means of satisfying man’s 
wants. Men there are in abundance capable of 
turning this raw material into finished products. 
Labour there is in plenty to produce sufficient 
to supply the “effective demand.” If. this 
“effective demand ” meant the sum total of the 
things required by human kind, existence of 
the unemployed would simply mean that man 
had limited demands and it only required the 
work of a limited number of people to produce 
the food, clothing, houses, &c. of all, and this 
could be dealt with by a reorganisation of in- 
dustry, but the existence of the working-class 
unemployed means, however, under present con- 
titions, the existence of hunger, of semi-starva- 
tion, of lack of the means of livelihood of the 
unemployed. In the midst of plenty they are 
devoid of the means of sustenance becatise they 
can find none to employ them. 

We have then to seek in the process of con- 
verting raw material into manufactured pro- 
ducts for the cause of the “industrial reserve 
army of the unemployed,” In some phase of 
this conversion, in some period of manufacture, 
wwe must find the main cause of the throwing of 
men out of work ; and to the Socialist this main 
cause is the introduction of the machine as the 
dominant factor in production. We whbd are 
Socialists are, of course, fully aware that the 
introduction of machinery with its potentialities 
of reduced labour time for those employed is 
an importhnt stage in Social and industrial 
evolution. Under the control of those who use 
it, who work with its aid, it would have been 
followed by acontinually diminishing working 
day, but owned and controlled by a few, by a 
small section of the community, it has been used 
as a factor in the oppressing and enslaving of 
men and has proved a curse. 

The machine, produced by machinery, is ever 
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producing s greater and greater output with 
the aid of fewer and fewer men and, therefore, 
as we find”has been the case in thé textile 
industries, there is at the end of every decade 8 
smaller number of workers employed, and the 
number displaced is greatly augmented by the 
displacement of men’s labour by that of wamen 
and children. We contend then, that a9 long 
as the machinery of production is owned by s 
class which uses the growing power of the 


machine to throw men out of work rather than 


to reduce the duration of the day's work, so long 
shall we have an unemployed problem. 


It is true that many of those who have been 


displaced have been reabedrbed in the creation of 
luxuries and the satisfaction of the needs of the 
capitalist few. The production of luxuries has 


. grown to an enormous extent during the last 


few decades, while the number of those whoare 

gaged as domestic servants or who find a 
the pleasures of the rich, has grown greatly. 
This process of the multiplication of workers 
performing comparatively useless functions has 
ite imitations and when these limits have been 
reached there will exist no means of absorbing 


. those thrown out of work by the development 


and speeding up of better machinery. We must, 
then, look forward in the near future to a con- 
stant increase in the number of the permanent 
anemployed. | 
“What are we to think, theo, of those who, 
knowing these things, are yet to be found:in 


brotherly harmony with the capitalistic sections 


of the community seeking for means for dealing 
adequately with the unemployed problem and 
yet afraid to say that they think the only salu- 
tion of the anemployed problem is to.be found 
in the establishment of a Socialist system, of 
society. This is what we find at the préjent 
moment. Men styling themselves Socialista,{the 


‘members of a body. claiming to be Socialist, 


are found to-day hobnobbing with men whose 
interests are essentially bound up in the main- 


tenance of the p system of society which 
produces the un yed, and putting forward 
as means for 80 the unemployed problem, 


farm colonies and such like nostrums. 

We refuse utterly to accept these men as true 
exponents of Socialist principles. Prating of 
the class-war, in which they say they believe, 
they yet are found in alliances with middle- 
class parties, thus placing themselves in opposi- 
tion to the class-war. Bound by the Dresden 
Resolution, for which they voted at the last 
International Socialist Congress at Amsterdam, 
and which protests against ; 

“the substitution, for the conquest of 

political power by an unceasing attack on 

the bourgeoisie, of a policy of concession 

to the established order of society,” 
they are among the first to make. concessions 
to the established order of- society by virtually 
admitting the non-Socialist, non-clase-war prin- 
ciple that the unemployed problem can be 
solved within that capitalist system of society 
of which it is really the outcome. 

We of the Socialist Party of Great Britain 
remain firm in our conviction that nothing bat 
uncompromising propaganda of our principles 
and the political organisation of the masses 
upon s basis of uncompromising Socialism can 
do aught to solve the unemployed problem, or 
any other of the Social problems, engendered 
by the capitalist system. End the capitalist 
system. Establish a. Socialist system in its 
stead, and we shall have once and for all laid 


the foundation of a regime in which the labour - 


of all men and all women ‘can be usefully 
employed during such limited time as may be 
determined by our needs, and then having no 
unemployed problem, we shall not have any of 
the evils, the miseries, and the degradation 


| which spring from unemployment. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO WR. GEORGE 


LANSBURY. 
a 
Sir,—-On Sept. 13th last at Toynbee Hall 


you delivered an address on the question of the ; 


anemployed. At the conclusion of vour address 


I expressed my opposition to the proposals sug- 
ed by you, but the time at my disposal was | 


not sufficient to enable me to fully demonstrate 
that not only were your suggestions worthless 
but that the policy advocated would ultimately 
result in effects disastrous from the point of 
view of the organisation of the working-class. 


The whole tone of your address was pessi- | 


mistic. You commented on the ignorance. 
thy, and indifference of the working-class. 
You even went so far as to express a feeling 
_ of being tired of talking to them, attending con- 
ferences to discuss questions, while at the same 
time the people outside those conferences gave no 
thought to their own condition. Unfortunately, 
a good many others by adopting the process of 
reasoning employed by you have also been made 
tired, and the wonder is that more have not 
grown weary and fallen by the wayside, taking 
inf} consideration the fact that the working-class 
bas never been taught to act consistently and 
logically in the political field in accordance with 
their industrial and social position in society. 

I have not space enough to enter into all -the 
inconsistencies and contradictions to which you 
gave utterance on that occasion; but certainly 

* ‘some of your observations if pursued to their 
logical conclusion, would place you in a posi- 
tion far different from that which you occupy at 
the present time. For instance, you stated in 
relation to the problem of working-class unem- 
ployment, that if anything is to be dorte only the 
workers themselves can do it. Assuming you 
mean that whatever action they take should be 
political, I cannot but agree with you. Where, 

ever, you did not express yourself clearly, 
and where we differ is that any effort, either for 
the’ immediate alleviation. of suffering and 
distress arising out of the present. constitution 
of society, or in the direction of the total 
abolition of these evils, must be the consMous 
action of those who are suffering, viz., the 
working-class. 

Posing as a Socialist as you do, you are of 
necessity forced to fall back on the Marxian 
explanation of the cause of unemployment. 
This you substantially did by showing that the 
application of sci@nce to production, the inven- 
tion, development and speeding up of machinery, 
used for the sole purpose of creating profits for 
the possessing class, must inevitably result in 
the displacement of hand labour and the throw- 
ing on the labour market of increasing numbers 
of unemployed workers. You further pointed 
out that the evil of unemployment, arising as a 
consequence of this process, is growing to such 
an extent that thousands of workmen are forced 
to eke a4 precarious existence by either cadging 
or living on their friends, a condition in which 
they lose their manhood and drift into mental 
and moral degeneracy. In ll this I am in 

ement with you, and could, if space per- 
mitted, go further into this aspect of the Social 
question; but, Sir, what I wish to call your 
attention to isthe fundamental constitution of 
society itself, and to indicate how all efforts at 
changing the effects of a system must be abor- 
tive as long as the system itself remains un- 
altered. | 

Throughout civilisation to-day, notwith- 
standing national and political differences, the 
basis of the social system in every country, be 
it a republic ora limited or unlimited monarchy, 
is the ownership by a class of the means where- 
by the people live. As long as class ownership 
exists the people will be confronted not only 
with the unemployed problem but with the 
thousand-and-one evils that afflict the social 
existence of the working-class at the present 
time. 

While the workers possess nothing but their 
physical and mental energy ; while that energy 
is bought and sold in the Labour Market, sub- 
ject to laws which dominate alike the capitalist 
and the worker; while the operation of these 
laws involvés a continual decline in wages, 


ahe price of labour power, so long will the | 
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working-class suffer from poverty accentuated 
at imervals by sickness and unemployinent. 


The Capitalist form of society, that is, Capi- | 


talism, does and can only exist to the detri- 
ment, degradation, and demoralisation of the 
working-class. The capitalist-class has its 
representatives in the Government, local and 
national, and uses the legislative and ad- 


ministrative boards as pliant tools for the protec-, | 
tion and promotion of its class interests, for the : 
maintenance and extension of class domination, | 


and {@r the further robbery and ensiavement of 
the working-class. If, then, this is the econo- 
mic function and political role of the capitalist 
class, what have the workers to expect from the 
present-day rulers of society ? 

You, Sir, and those who think with vou, in 
directing the attention of the working-class to 
the political representatives of the master-class 
for relief from the misery which is crushing 
them, in holding out to them the prospect or 
possibility of amelioration through the good 


grace of the ruling faction, are incurring a ' 


serious responsibility. Promising the working- 
class something that must inevitably fail is the 
fruitful source of that apathy and indifference 


in which the workers are sunk to-day ; telling . 


the workers they have gained victory when it is 
only a victory for the capitalist-class, entrenches 
the ignorance of which you complain; and 
calling upon the capitalist governments to un- 
dermine their own position, which must be the 
case,if any measure of material value to the 
working-class is put into operation, creates that 
pessiznism in the minds of the workers that 
you so much deplore. 

Now, Sir, The Socialist Party, of which by the 
the way you are not a member although calling 
yourself a Socialist, exists to teach the workers 
their true position in society, and to create the 
political weapon whereby alone that position 
can be altered. The mission of The Socialist 
Party is to show the workers that Capitalism 
lives on their wretchedness and prostitution, 
and that, if their emancipation is to be accom- 
plished, they must adopt a political attitude 
necessarily hostile to all other political parties. 
Outside The Socialist Party, the Party of unqua- 


lified Socialism, the Party of the Working-Class, | 
‘ all other political parties uphold and safeguard 


the interests of the capitalist-class and the con- 
tinuance of the wage system which is respon- 
sible for not only the unemploved but the other 
evils that afflict society. The Socialist Party is 


the political expression of the material interests 


of the working-class for whom there can be 
only one policy and one programme, that is the 
control through public ownership of the tools 
and machinery for producing the necessaries 
and comforts of life, to be achieved by the poli- 
tical action of the working-class, cognisant of 
of the causes of its suffering and wretchedness 
and conscious of its material interest and historic 
mission. 

The time is fast approaching when the work- 
ing-class of Great Britain will recognise the 
value of the politica] machine as an instrument 
of offence and defence in class warfare, and 
when that time arrives the working-class will use 
that weapon conscious of its power and conscious 
of its use. The working-class will no longer be 
humbugged as The Socialist Party is spreading 
the enlightenment which will dispel the confusion 
existing in the minds of the workers, and its 
fearless advocacy of the cause of the disinherited 
will succeed in stimulating the intelligence 
and arousing the enthusiasm cf these who 
are apathetic and indifferent to-day. Any 
other policy, that, for instance, pursued by you, 
can have onlv one result, the division of the 


working-class into two sections, one of whith, » 


like yourself, saturated with pessimism, is driven 
into the camp of Liberal reaction, and the other 
possessing only an inkling of the truth, gravitates 
in the direction of anarchism, a result in either 
case disastrous to the organisation of the work- 
ing-class. 

In conclusion, Sir, let me say that | give you 
credit for being honest, an opinion which | 
would hesitate to express regarding most men 
known as ‘Labour Leaders.’ But honesty 


without correct thinking, is of no use to the | 
working-class, and 1f you can see no policy other 


than that which vou are advocating at the pre- 
sent time, I say in all sincerity, lay down your 


arms, and acknowledge defeat, for in my huin- | 


~ 


I 


. - 
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_ dle opinion vou will be doing more good by re- 
| maining silent than by carrying on the conflict- 
ing and confusing propaganda instanced by 
your discourse of 13th September. 
I am, Sir, 
WILLIAM WOODHOUSE. 
East London. 


Since writing the above I have seen the report 
of the conference held with Mr. Walter Long, 
from which, as might be anticipated, it does not 
appear that the promise held out by the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board is very en- 
couraging to you and those who went with vou. 
i I see that Will Crooks, who in the House of 

Commons advocated reafforestation and reclam- 
| ation of waste coast line to teach the unemployed 
| a sort of agriculture and to fit them for subse- 

quent deportation to Canada, could only express 

his gratitude to his capitalist masters by moving 
a vote of thanks to Mr. Walter Long for conde- 
scending to come and confer with the public 
bodies represented at the meeting. What 
occurred at this cunference will occur at any 
others that take place, and the only result will 
be that you and others will get tired of attending 
— ‘‘ Hope deferred maketh the heart sick.” 
—W. W. 
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THE COMMERCIALISATION OF LITERATURE. 
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i THe awful ignorance of the middle-class re-acts — 
on Society at large, yet the ignorance is not due 
fe lack of information but incapacity of thought. 

his observation was forced upon me the other 
day as I was reading in The Guardian an article 
entitled “The Next Literary Epoch.” Miss G. 
Hill, the writer, began by showing how books 

| are now treated as manufactured articles, and 
| are “advertised and sold much as a new line in 
| dress material.” This is due.to the gradual 
| disappearance of the personal relation between 
lisher and awhor. Huge amalgamations — 

re made the link solely a monetary one. The 

| manager of the company dares not deal with 
| ought but “certainties.” ‘The literary element 
| in the governance of publishing is diminishing 
since the directors had no more knowledge of 
literature than the directors of a chemical com- 
pany have of chemistry. Science has alse created 

, athirst for facts ; literature, as a mental refresh- 

' ment and enjoyment, has ceased to be sought 

| after. 

Miss Hill continues: ‘“ We must take into 

‘ account the fact that literature is chiefly in the 

| hands of the middle classes, and will therefore 

. be modified by the conditions of life and habits 

| of thought prevailing among these classes. It is 

they who furnish the bulk of both writers and 

‘readers. The democracy, as a rule, use their 

| leisure for the study of science. It might be 

; supposed that what the upper classes lack in 

' point of numbers they would make up in point 

, of opinion ; but they are not originators ; they 

: do not create pew movements of thought or con- 

| trol the stream of intellectual tendency.” Fur- 
ther the writer of this interesting article show 

| that specialising has become a rule, but that it 

'is useless if the basis of -education is not 
broad enough to specialise upon. Peuple are 

| acquiring knowledge without thereby acquiring 


power.” The facts obtained sufhced without 
deductions being made from these facts. * This 
is the way tg train up learners but not thinkers.” 
SCAR. 


_ Wuat sort of society is this that has. to the ex- 
tent that ours has, inequality and injustice for 
a basis? Such a society is fit only to be kicked 


- out through the windows —its banquet tables, 
| its orgies, its debaucheries, its secoundrelism, to- 
gether with all those who are seated leaning on 
‘ both elbows and enjoying tt on the backs of 
others whom they keep down on all fours. 
' The hell of the poor is the paradise the rich 
love to solace themselves imo Vicvon Heo, 


Tae human race is gradually dearning: the 
simple lesson, that the people as a whole are 
wiser fur the public good and the public pro- 
sperity, than any privileged class of men, 
however refined and = cultivated, have ever 
been, or, by any posstbilitw, can ever become. 
~—-Lewis HH. Moncan., Vaecient Society. 
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who, wiser than their 
must-be the i 


Party, divided over the interests of the master- 
class, has never really been united on the point 
since. To-day this same Party has formed an 
alliance with the Protectionist Liberals, and 
amongst come of the measures it now supports 
are anti-trust legislation, protection for coastal 
shipping and, above all, bonuses for the iron 
industry. Truly matters of vital importance to 
the working class! The leaders of the Labour 
Party have agreed that if they, the Alliance, 


succeed in turning out the present Government |’ 


they will go to the country as a National 
Progressive Party. Gone is even the mere 
vestage of their much vaunted independence! 
Mr, Dalgleish, the new Labour Premier of 
Western Australia, in outlining his policy men- 
tioned that there would be the most rigid 
financial economy, and that the “spirited” 
public works would be abandoned. This is the 
class of politics that the workers are asked to 
support. . 
he Australian Socialist League which first 
of all backed the “‘ Labour” men, is now oppos- 
ing them since the e was reconstructed 
some time back. The reason is not far to seek. 
The Socialists in Australia, like many of our 
friends here, thought that by pandering to the 
desires of those who were “coming our way ”’ 
they would be in the end forced to embrace the 
Socialist position. Their expectations were not 
realised’ and now they are compelled to not 
only disassociate, themselves from the ‘‘ Labour” 
men but to actively oppose them. When King 
O'Malley, who recently complained about the 
sinallness of his salary as M. P., some time ago 
was running for a constituency on the West 
Coast of Tasmania, he told one of his workers 
“it would not do to speak straight Socialism to 
the people, vou must bluff them.” He has 
acted consistently on this principle ever since, 
and his example has evidently been catching. 
The fact is the Australian Labour Party has 
becuine part and parcel of Australian master- 


class politics, tossed like a cork on the waves | 


shelved some proposed labour 
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Act is responsible for the older men bei 
out of employment by the master-class w 


however, the Labour men have lately been 
grumbling because the capitalist legislators 
measures while 
providing iat aap to the big financial 
corporations. ner or later it will dawn on 
our fellow wage-slaves of Canada that economic 
development necessitates the concentration of 
wealth into fewer and fewer hands and that the 
political machine is but the tool of the dominant 
class. When the working-class realises this, the 


serzure of the machinery of government and its . 


operation in the direction of the conversion 
into common property of the wealth producing 
instruments now held by the capitalists, will be- 
comethe programme which willcarry it to victory 

The work of the Socialist here at home or in 
the colonies is to build up_a Soctalist Party, 
clear in the knowledge of the irreconcilability 
of the interests of ‘the wage worker and the 
master, ever warning the working-class of the 
pitfalls in the shape of “labour” parties strew- 
ing the path which leads to emancipation from 
wagedom, ever teaching the slaves of capitalism 
that only by the overthrow of the present system 
of Society and the establishment of the Socialist 
Republic can the various evils confronting the 
working-class be removed. 

In this country The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain alone stands for the Revolution: 


« TSB »aserer 


“In the Social-D ic movement organi- 
sation and discipline are absolutely essen- 
tial to success.” 

“ Socialista, if once they begin to intrigue 
with the other factions, destroy their own 
enthusiasm and rot away the public con- 
fidence which they have as yet but par- 
tially gained.” . 

“ We want our men elected as Social -Demo- 
crats, for the grester glory of Social-Demo- 
cracy. If they cannot be elected as Social- 
Democrats, they had much better remain 
outside. We want our men elected as 

ial-Democrats, independent of all other 
factions.” 
Tu above gems from back numbers of the offi- 
cial of the S.D.F., make interesting read- 
ing y- . . 
notes in the last issue of Tue Soomust 
Stampagp, concerning the situation in West 


throughout the country, and we understand 


that some members of the 8.D.F., in endeavour- 
ing to answer the question, ‘“‘Can such things 
be?” have applied to Bolt Court forlight and ~~ 
leading. 


W. a 


believe that “ Honesty is the best policy "—even 


electoral matters. z 
‘| _ It is claimed on behalf of the S.D-F. that W. 


the correspon- 
dence. It is evident from the context that cer- 
tain letters of Thorne’s are omitted. Thorne 
knows best why. But note first the preface. 
He says: om 
“In consequence of the L.R.C. not agreeing 
to allow me to run as a Socialist and Labor 
candidate for South West Ham,” &c. 

The publication contains the resolution passed 
by the Biennial Congress of the Gasworkers’ 
Union, held at Swansea, in May last, requesting 
Thorne to comply with the L.R.C. conditions 
and to run under the common title imposed on’ 
all candidates supported by the L.R.C. Thorne 
has complied. 

is, above all things, henest—“ blunder- 
ingly honest.” 

On Sunday, Sept. 18, a mass meeting in sup- 
port of Thorne was held at The Gree: 
Plaistow. J. Gilbey, Secretary of West 
Trades Council, presided, and said that many 

resent would remember that: the L.R.C. had 
ided to run their candidates as Labour only, 
but the Committee which was ranning Thorne 
wanted the public to understand that while 
Thorne was running under that title, he was 
still a Socialist, as he had always claimed to be. 
Thorne followed. He was glad: that the position 
had been a ears in respect to himself and ~ 
the L.R.C. That Committee had decided that 
all candidates adopted by them should run as 
Labour candidates, and he had been obliged to 
toe the line, although he did not care a lot about 
it. To a certain extent it was a “ i 
down?” But although he would have to call 


| himself “a Labour candidate,” he would still 


hold the same principles as before. After this, 
surely nobody will deny that Thorne, a member 
of the S.D.F., supposed by their rules to run as 


_| “a definitely-avowed Social-Democrat,” is in 
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THE SOGIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society based upon the 
common ownership and democratic control of the means and 
instruments’ for producing and distributing wealth by and. in the 
interest of the whole community. 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BR#PAIN 
HOLDS— 


That society as at present constituted is based upon the own- 
ership of the means of living (i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) 
by the capitalist or master-class, and the consequent enslavement 
of the working-class, by whose labour alone wealth is produced. 

That in’ society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, 
manifesting itself as a class struggle, between those who possess 
but do not , and those who produce but do not possess. 

That this antagonism can be abolished only by the emancipation 
of the working-class from the domination of the master-class, by 
the conversion into the common property of society of the means 

ion-and distribution, and their democratic control by the 


. That as in the order of social evolution the working-class is 
the last class. to achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the 
working-class will involve the emancipation of all mankind with- 
out distinction of race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of the working 
class itself. 

-That as.the machinery of government, including the armed 
forces of the nation, exists only to conserve the monopoly by the 
capitalist-class of the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 


class must orgatlise. consciously and politically for the conquest of 


the powers of government, national and local, in order that this 
machinery, including. these forces, may be converted from an 
instrument of oppression into the agent of emancipation and the 
overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratic. 

- That as all political parties are but the expression. of class 
interests, and as the interest of the working-class is diametrically 
opposed to the interests of all sections of the master-class, the 


_ party seeking working class emancipation must be hostile to every — 


other party. : 

The Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
of political action determined to wage war against all other palitical 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls 
upon the members of the working-class of this country to muster 
under its banner to the end that a speedy termination may be 
wrought to the system which deprives them of the fruits of their 
labour, and that poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


the field as simply a “Labour” candidate. It | member of the 8.D.F. 


Upon his last expulsion | 
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is true that H. Quelch, the “Trades Unionist | H. W. Lee wrote in Justice : 


and Socialist candidate” for Southampton, in 
speaking after Thorne, disagreed with his view 
of the situation. He did not consider it a 
“backing down.” It was merely a step back- 
ward, in order to take a leap forward (‘‘ reculer 
pour mieux sauter." There was no disgrace in 
a man calling himself a “Labour” candidate. 
Continental Socialists often did so ; called them- 


selves “ Labour” parties, and 80 on, using ex- | 


actly those excuses which the I.L.P. made years 
ago in reply to S.D.F. criticism, when they 
adopted as their object the Socialist principles, 
but refused to call themselves Socialists. 
Again we refer our readers to the extracts at 
the beginning of this article. 
One other matter. ‘‘S.D.F. Notes,” supplied 


by the Secretary of that body, last month con-. 


tained the following : 
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“ The particulars I have received concerning 


our action in the forthcoming Municipal 
Elections are as follows :—- 
Then appears a list of candidates. Aguinst 
Baldock’s name is printed “I.L.P.,” so that, 
apparently, the remainder are “our” (S.D.F.) 
candidates. Amongst them is J.J. Terrett, for 
Broadway Ward of West Ham, a thrice-expelled 


“If the body had permitted Terrett to con- 
tinue his vagaries, all organisation and dis- ; 
cipline were at an end, and it would have | 

been an encouragement to others to use the | 
S.D.F. asa stepping-stone to public promi- ; 
nence, and then to fling it over when it: 
suited them. Terrett has, to all intents : 

and purposes, ceased to be a Socialist. This i 

is proved by his recent letter to the South ; 
Exxex Mail, and his conversation with; 
members of the 8.D.F. Personal ambition - 

and want of judginent will be his curse.” 
Recently Terrett entered upon a wild-cat Par- 
liamentary candidature for North-West Ham, | 
from which he has since withdrawn. He held | 

a meeting at Stratford Town Hall, presided over | 

by Anarchist Leggatt, and on the platform were | 


“McAllen, H. Quelch, Martin Judge and Hector 


Kirby, of the S.D.F., while J. Jones, of the S. 
D.F., moved the resolution in support of ‘Ter- 
rett’s candidature. Now, either these members 
of the S.D.F. received the sanction of the Exe 
cutive to support Terrett, in accordance with 
the rules of that body, or they were permitted 
by the Executive to break the rules. But in. 
any case, the fact remains that they supported — 
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this able but erratic man, who has been, politi- 
tically, everything by turns and nothing Jong. 
who has used the S.D,F. when it suited his own 
pu 8 todoso,and denounced them in Strat- 
ford Grove when go inclined. 

The attitude of the leaders of that body and 
their official misrepresentations of the position 
in West Hamand elsewhere, would be ludicrous 
when considered in connection with the extracts 
appearing at the head of this article were it not 
that by such tactics the issue is confused. The 
S.D.F. no longer deserves the confidence of the 
workers. It must be exposed at home and 
abroad. N 


Tue Bloemfontein Weekly Post complains that 
as native women are making a living by selling 
their bodies to the whites, they.are becoming 
very impudent. ‘No wonder” says the Pos/, 
“it is nearly impossible to get servants.” The 
capitalist dislikes the “‘immorality,’’ not because 
it is “irmmoral,” but because it prevents him 
from getting servants. The article is headed 
‘“‘Immorality. The Native Pest.” Pretty cool, 
isn't it? Socialism will abolish immorality, but 
this will not appeal to the capitalist, as he will 
then be his own servant.—S.J.C.R. 


Tut artisan who is demanding at this time 
an eight hours day in the building trades is 
simply striving to recover what his ancestor 
worked by four or five centuries ago. 
—Thorotp Rocers. 


Wace-Workers of the World, Unite! you have 
nothing to lose but your chains—you have the 
World to win.—Marx. ; 


Tse great appear great to us because we are 
on our knees: let us rise !—THFRoicns. 


Tue modern state, whatever its form, is essen- 
tially a capitalist machine ; it is the state of the 
capitalist ; the ideal total capitalist. 
—Frepericx ENGELS. 
Tre punishment good citizens get for neglecting 
their, politics is to be governed by bad men. 
—PLato: 


Tue abolition of poverty and the abolition of 
capitalism shall be accomplished at one and 
the same time. 


Room ! For the men of mind make way! 
Ye robber Rulers, pause no longer ; 
Ye cannot stay the opening day : 
The world rolls on, the light grows 
stronger. 
The People’s Advent’s coming! 
~-Geratp Massey. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


; JH. (Coventry).--Thanks for article which we will 


use in next month's issue. We are glad that you 
are pleased with The Socialist Standard and we 
shall try to improve it as opportunity affords, 

T. K. (Luton).—We are sorry you can entertain no 
hope of forming a branch of our party for the pre- 
sent. The next best thing is the course you are 
adopting of selling Socialist literature, and there- 
by sow thé seed which will ultimately blossom into 
a Socialist branch, Rely upon us for any assistance 
you may require. We are afraid that many of the 
branches of the organisation you name exist only 
on paper or in the imagination of its general 
secretary. 

G. H. H (Queen's Park, W.).—Thanks, but we are 
unable to use it. We carefully scan the column 
you mention, but seldom see anything in it which 
is useful. But what can you expect from the 
organ of capitalist nonconformity. 

D. O. (Treharris) and others —We are extremely 
pleased with your appreciative remarks, and shall 
do our best to deserve them. We shall try to 
avoid compromising our principles on the one 
hard, and filling our paper with vulgar vitupera- 
tion on the other. 


|S. J. C. R. (Hellingley)— We have used two extracts 


from your fetter in the present issue. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 
Interature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts. 
154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, London, W. 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


GENTRAL ECONOMIC CLASS. 

The class meets weekly and is free to all. 
On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington 
Square, London, W.C., full particulars will be 
sent. 
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| step forward into the field of Socialist politics in 


Reports from Branches for insertion under this 
heading wust be in weroRE the 20th of each ' 
month, otherwise they cannot appear. 


BATTERSEA. 

Since our last report we have made good pro- 
gress. More new members have been enrolled 
and our economic and history classes are do- 
ing splendid work by equipping them for a 
more effective fight against working-class ignor- 
ance and apathy. Our party organ Tux Soca: 
List STANDARD, goes well, and of the first num- 
ber we managed to’ dispose of 260 copies: a 
fine total, but one that the energy and enthus- 
iasm of our members enabled us to pass on the 
second issue of which we have sod 286 copies. 
We may be relied upon to do our best to main- 
tain and increase even this figure, believing that 
in our paper we have an excellent medium for 
the propagation of the principles of Socialism. . 

A Sunday School class tor the children is 
held every Sunday afternoon, and is well- 
attended, and after the school a communal tea 
is provided to which all comrades are most 
heartily invited.— Press Committers. 


Tue Edmonton Branch of the Socialist Party of 
Great Britain is as active and successful as ever 
in its endeavour to build up a sound revolution- 
party, and thereby justify its name. Des- 
‘pite the broken weather, we have held several 
good open-air meetings during the past month, 
and in order to further equip ourselves for the 
prosecution of that class struggle, the existence 
of which the pseudo reformers deny, we have 
formed a discussion class, which already is show- 
ing good results, so much so, that even our 
youngest recruit is now able and willing to take 
the chair and co our propaganda meetings. 
Some somewhat sensational developments on 
our local District Council, and the very acute 
form of the unemployed problem manifesting 
itself in the district, has enabled our local Punch 
’ and Judy politicians to work overtime at the 
parish pump, but signs are not wanting that the 
unemployed already suspect the motives of those 
who would lead them. Already two relief com- 
mittees exist and the formation of a third is con- ' 
templated. 
The painfulty pathetic spectacle of the de- | 
putation that waited upon the District Council 
begging, in the name of the working-class, | 
that the master-class should forget its class- ; 
hood showed clearly enough that it was neither | 


relief nor yet work that was wanted for the un- | 
employed, but merely popularity and self-adver- | 
tisement fora few unprincipled political quacks , 
who are misleading the unemployed. In view of ; 
those things we are notidle. We are steadily at | 
work clearing the political atmosphere, and | 
every day brings nearer the time when those 
misleaders of the working-class shall find them- | 
selves ‘alone, and an intelligent proletariat will : 
know its true friends in The Socialist Party which | 
will do its duty regardless of temporary and . 
therefore, fleeting success. 

In response to an invitation several of us | 
journeyed to Waltham Cross on Saturday, Oct. | 
15th. A splendid meeting was held, during | 
which over 30 copies of Tug Socratist Stan- | 
DARD were sold and many intelligent questions 
about Socialism and the various working-class 
parties claiming to be more or less Socialist were | 
put and answered to the evident satisfaction of | 
all concerned. . 

The following Saturday, Oct. 22, we again visi- 
_ ted Waltham, holding two fine meetings—one at 
the Cross, followed by one at the Abbey. Fifty- 
five copies of Tur Socitatist Stanparp—the 
whole supply we had with us—were rapidly sold 
out. 

The welcome given us and the eagerness dis- 
played by the workers in Waltham will not soon | 
be forgotten by those who had the privilege of 
carrying to them the seeds of Revolutionary So- 
cialism. It was, many of them said, the first - 
time the Socialists had come there and they . 
urged us to come again. Needless to say, we | 
readily promised to return. and it shall not be © 
long before the men and women of Waltham : 


“" Prnted by Jacomb Brop., 2a, Wingheld Road, Stratford, E, 
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' borough, and is never satisfied unless he is 


i been expelled from the S. West Ham branch of 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


lide with Fhe Socialist Party of Great Britain.— 
A. ‘[ANDERSON. 


FULHAM. 

Here we are doing all that a small branch 
placed in-our position cando. Our literature 
sales have been fairly good, and our audiences 
though small at times, turn up regularly and 
consist mostly of men who will listen and rea- 
son, and are not led away by rhetoric, however 
brilliant. Solid educational work is being done 
and ere long we shall doubtless have our re- 
ward 


We have, of course, to combat the mis- | 
chievous work of other bodies claiming to be | 
Socialist, which finds expression in the mental!” 


confusion of those who take the floor against 


us. For example, it is a common thing to hear | 


it urged against us that trade unionism is 
Socialism, and that trade unionists are 
Socialists ! 


However, the red flag is still flying. the know- | 


ledge of: our principles is spreading, and the 
future is full of promise.—E. J. B. Atten. 
WATFORD. 
Past October—and all’s well. 
Excepting for special occasions, we have now 


‘closed dewn our open-air propaganda meetings, 


and are organising & scheme of winter work 
that we hope w the branch in evidence 
and Socialism clearly defined before the people 
of the town. Developments will be duly re- 
ported, and although we cannot --knowing the 
neighbourhood and its inhabitants passing well 
—anticipate that these will be of a startling 
nature, we are yet sanguine that before many, 
moons we shall have a tale to tell of a growing 


’ class-conscious proletarian fighting force en- 


rolled under the standard of the Socialist Party 
of Great Britain, pressing sturdily along an un- 
deviating path to the overthrow of capitalism 
and the realisation of the Co-operative Common- 
wealth. We plough a hard and lonely furrow 
to-day and the field of our endeavours is weed- 
encumbered and all but choked with stubble. 
But what a few can do to clear the ground and 
keep it clear that do we, and to-morrow we r 
the harvest—or if we do not, it will not be faalt 
of ours. 

To all in the fight—-Greeting !—Acrc Gray. 


- J. J. Texrett’s farcical candidature for N. West 


Ham collapsed at a very early stage, although 
presumably backed officially by the S.D.F. But 
the “great” Joe is never happy unless he has 
a finger in the political pie in this much plagued 


“ raising Cain ” all along the line, and so he is 
now introducing a Parliamentary candidate in 
the person of Mr. W. W. Crotch from Norwich, 
and has succeeded in resuscitating the some 
time dormant N. West Ham Branch of the 
I.L.P.—a branch containing a number of per- 
sons who have been pursuing tactics detrimental 
even to I.L.P’ism, and for that reason have 


that party. This branch of “ don’t-know-where- 
they-are’s’ have apparently at “ Joe's” behest 
adopted Mr. W. W. Crotch as Parliamentary 
candidate for the northern division of the bor- 
ough, so that for our sins we have now two /adour 
candidates, one in each division of West Ham. 


' This kind of thing makes our position extremely 


hard. Our work would be much easier if we had 
to sow Socialist seed on virgin soil; but before 
we can do that we have to root up all the labour 
tares. Nevertheless, we are doing fairly well. 
We are successfully continuing our propaganda, 
having only failed to hold one meeting during 
the past month, that being due to the weather. 
We are doing very well with literature, both 
Sranpagps and pamphlets ; and as we have had a 


' number of greatly interested listeners and some 
- enquirers, we hope soon to be-able to announce 


a further increase in membership. 1 can con- 


: fidently say that we shall be able to keep the 


uncompromising red flag flying here. —G.J.H. 
FE 
Political economists see nothing but the past ; 
hence future generations will represent the civi- 
lization of political economists by a head reversed 
and looking backward.— Fourier. 
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| ‘BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. f 

CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee, Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 
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; CLERKENWELL—Kate Hawkins, sec., 38, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
| Ist and 8rd Sunday in each month at 3 p.m. 
at 84, Wilmingtow Square, W.C. 
EAST LONDON (Central).—W. Woodhouse, Sec., 
95, Kirtey St., Poplar, E. Branch meets 
every Friday at the address given. 
| EDMONTON.—A. Jacobs, Secretary, 26, Oxford Rd., 
Lower Edmonton, N usiness meetings 
every Wednesday at 8.80 p.m. 
FULHAM.—E. J.B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mabletho 
Rd., Fulham Cross, SW. Branch m 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 
ISLINGTON.—J. McNicol, Secretary, 179, Isledon 
— «+ Rd., Finsbury Park, N. - Branch meets every 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 8.30 


PADDINGTON...F. C. Watts, Sec., 154, Ashmore 
Road, Paddington, W. Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.80 p.m., at Ollins’- Coffee 
Tavern (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd., ' 
eae S.E° Branch meets every y 

: at 8.30 p.m.. at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION. — . Kent, secretary, 6, Rut- 

jan Road, Ilford. 


ranch meets 2nd and 4th 
sin each month at 8.90 at secretary's 


SOUTHWARK.-S. Eden, Secretary, 68, Penrose 


Frida 
at 8,30. p.m., at the Café, Walworth. - 
TOOTING.—C. Goss, Secretary, 78, Balham Grove, 
Balham, S.W. Branch meets every alternate 
Tuesday, 8 p.m., at the “ Nelson Coffee Tav- _ 
ern,” 60, High St., Tooting. 
WATFORD.—D. R. Newlands, Secretary, 5, High- 
field Rd., Bushey, Herts. Branch meets every 
Friday at 6 p.m., 78, Harwoods Rd., Watford. 
_. Economic Class every Sunday at 3 p.m. 
WEST HAM.—G.}. Hodson, Secretary, ‘ Kelmscott,’ 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate, E. Branch meets 
every altemate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 
the address given. 
GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p.m. 


SYDNEY HALL, 


36, YORK RD., | 
BATTERSEA, S.W..- 


‘St., Walworth. Branch meets every 


WwooD 


LECTURES. 


| The following Lectures will be deli- 


vered at the above hall 
during November : 


Nev. 6 The Case for Socialism - R. Elrick 


13 Whylift the S.D.F. - J. Keat 


90 Industral Evolution and 
its Consequences - F.C. Watts 


97 Socialism and the Werker 
A. Anderson 


| 


| All are Invited. 
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